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DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no >
Property Name: Louis A. Scholz House Inventory Number: HO-1114
Address: 850 Sykesville Road (MD 32) Historic district: yes X 1o

City:  Sykesville Zip Code: 21784 County: ~ Howard

USGS Quadrangle(s):  Sykesville

Property Owner:  Louis A. Scholz LLC Tax Account ID Number:  03-295389

Tax Map Parcel Number(s):  0004-0087 Tax Map Number: 0009

Project: MD 32 from S. of Day Road to N. of W. Friendship Road Wide Agency: ]_'v_laq_'land State Hig_h_x_v_ay_Agir_r!i_nis_n_mi_on_

Agency Prepared By:  Skelly and Loy, Inc.

Preparer's Name: Laura C. Ricketts - - Date Prepared: ~ 10/25/2012
Documentation is presented in:  Project Review and Compliance Files -
Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not reccommended

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property:

Name of the District/Property:

Inventory Number: Eligible:  yes Listed:  yes

X no Name:

Date:

. Site visit by MHT Staff ~ yes

Description of Property and Justification:

(Please attach map and photo)

Description:

The house with detached garage and outbuildings at 850 Sykesville Road/Route 32 sits on a sloping 4.4-acre lot wooded lot on the
west side of the highway (Maryland Department of Assessment and Taxation 2012). The property lies just over a mile south of the
historic town of Sykesville and the South Branch Patapsco River. Its setting is rural with a mixture of nineteenth and early
twentieth century farms, post-World War Il houses, and more recently constructed homes in the vicinity.

The eclectic house at 8§50 Sykesville Road appears to have been built in several campaigns beginning ca. 1956 (Maryland
Department of Assessment and Taxation 2012). It began as a one-story concrete block building with a rectangular plan that was
expanded with four first floor wings and a second story addition from about the late 1960s to the 1980s (Kelly 2011). The first
floor of the house is a concrete block structure that is partially built into a hillside on the east elevation. From a rectangular plan
core, the first floor extends in wings to the north (partial width), east, south, and west (partial width). The north side features an
enclosed frame front porch with sliding doors and a rustic stacked stone half wall. The east concrete block wing is built into the
hillside under a shallow slope shed roof that projects over broad eaves and doubles as a porch for the second floor east side
entrance. The south wing has a large solarium with a shed roof, and the west wing extends into a partially-cantilevered, semi-
circular bay with curving ribbon windows and a rounded hipped roof. The second floor is a frame structure with a rectangular plan
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that appears to be a side gable mobile home that was added to the original concrete block structure. The second floor is covered
with board-and-batten siding with aluminum paired double hung sash windows and Chicago School style windows (double hung
sash windows flanking a central fixed pane) with shutters. The concrete block walls on the first floor of the east, south, and west
elevations are painted with a random distribution of large multi-color circles. A narrow pedestrian bridge provides access from the
hillside at the east to the porch/roof and second floor entrance on the east side of the house

The winding gravel driveway which leads to the house passes a faded "Law Office Open" sign and three small frame sheds on the
east side. The one-bay by one-bay sheds are built on concrete block pier foundations with vertical groove wood panel siding (2) or
standing seam metal siding (1) and asphalt shingle front gable roofs. The driveway also passes by a yellow and red brick hearth
with chimney and a dilapidated shed on the west side. The flat roof frame shed incorporates wood shutters and pressed board as
sheathing materials. The driveway splits into two parallel branches in front of the house. One branch leads to the front door on the
higher ground to the east and the other leads to a detached double garage, which is built at a lower level and partially embedded in
the hillside, to the west. The front gable frame garage has a monitor vent at the ridgeline. It has wood panel walls and a standing
seam metal roof.

The property at 850 Sykesville Road has undergone multiple significant alterations since the late 1960s. These changes (the
addition of four first-story wings and a second story) impact the design, materials, and workmanship of the original historic-era
structure. The house does not retain integrity.

History:

The property was owned from 1954 by a local patent attorney named Louis August Scholz, who lived in the house from its initial
construction ca. 1956 until his death at age 92 in April 2011 (Kelly 2011). The Baltimore Sun obituary for Mr. Scholz recounts
that he was a physicist, an inventor, and a patent attorney (Kelly 2011; the information that follows is derived from this source).
As a captain in the Army Air Corps during World War 11, he helped modify aerial cameras used for nighttime surveillance by
American bombers in search of German missile targets. He also worked on the development of the atomic bomb with the
Manhattan Project in Los Alamos, New Mexico in a unit that concentrated on strobe and night photography. In the late 1940s, he
worked with medical professionals at Johns Hopkins and invented heart vessel clamps and an early mechanical heart valve. Mr.
Scholz then studied law at the University of Baltimore and began his own practice as a patent attorney in Sykesville. He held
several medical patents and one for "a whipped cream that would not sour" which he sold to the owners of Cool Whip dessert

topping.

"In 1954, he bought a tract of land in Sykesville and built a place for his workshop. He soon sectioned off a place for his family.
A 1960 Evening Sun article described it as a 'one-story box building with a flat roof and large garage doors." He said that when his
wife moved in, 'she took one look at the place and said it needed something, that it had no personality.' They gave it a look by
having large multicolored polka dots painted on it" (Kelly 2011).

National Register of Historic Places Evalaution:

The majority of Mr. Scholz’s accomplishments including his military service, participation in the Manhattan Project, and early
inventions and patents predate his ownership of 850 Sykesville Road. The obituary suggests that he maintained a law office and a
workshop at his home, and he did continue to work on his inventions there, including "unconventional prosthetics for amputees”
(Kelly 2011). While the house and its eccentricities do reflect the unconventional interests of its owner, a self-described "oddball",
no direct links between the property and any of his significant inventions have been uncovered (Kelly 2011). Research into the
life, inventions, and patent law practice of Louis A. Scholz has not revealed any significant accomplishments that can be tied to his
occupation of the house from ca. 1956 to 2011. He was the patent attorney during that time for at least four U.S. Patents (Justia
Patents 1980, 1982, 2000; Free Patents Online 1971) and at least three abandoned patent petitions (Justia Trademarks 2012a,
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2012b, 2012c), but there is no auxiliary evidence that these patents (or his role in obtaining them) meet the standard for National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) significance under Criterion A or B. The house and outbuildings at 850 Sykesville
Road/Route 32, which have lost their integrity due to substantial changes undertaken within the last 50 years, are not eligible for
NRHP listing. The resource was not evaluated under Criterion D as part of this assessment.
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LOUIS A. SCHOLZ HOUSE
HO-1114
SYKESVILLE, HOWARD COUNTY
PHOTOGRAPH LOG

Project No. HO472B21
MD 32 from S. of Day Road to N. of W. Friendship Road Widening Project
Howard County, Maryland

Photographer: Gerald M. Kuncio, Skelly and Loy, Inc.

Date: September 26, 2012
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Phthalocyanine phase-changing dye
HO-1114_2012-09-26_01.tif. Front (north) elevation of the house, facing south.
HO-1114_2012-09-26_02.tif. East and front (north) elevations of the house, facing southwest.
HO-1114_2012-09-26_03.tif. Rear (south) and east elevations of the house, facing northwest.
HO-1114_2012-09-26_04.tif. Front (north) elevation of the detached garage, facing southwest.
HO-1114_2012-09-26_05.tif. Front (south) elevations of two of the sheds, facing northeast.

HO-1114_2012-09-26_06.tff. = West and front (south) elevations of one of the sheds, facing
northeast.

HO-1114_2012-09-26_07.tif. East and front (north) elevations of one of the sheds, facing
southwest.

HO-1114_2012-09-26_08.tif. View of outdoor hearth, facing southwest.
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